THE VISION OF VASAVADATTA

(Sva/pna- Vasavadaitam)

INTRODUCTION

AFTER eloping with Vasavadatta the Avanti princess, the Vatsa
king, Udayana, began to neglect the affairs of his state. He had, as far
as he could tell, made a bitter enemy of Pradyota-Mahasena, king of
Ujjain, by robbing him of his daughter. Some king or general named
Aruni invaded the-Vatsa kingdom.

In these straits the only remedy the Vatsa ministers could see was
an alliance with the powerful state of Magadha, and the best way of
effecting this was to marry their king to the Princess Padmavatl,
sister of Dar&tka, the king of Magadha. The only obstacle was
Udayana's devotion to Vasavadatta.

So the minister, Yaugandharayana, concocts a plot, with the co-opera-
tion of the Queen Vasavadatta herself. One day, while the king is
away on a hunting expedition, the royal pavilion in a frontier village,
Lavanaka, is burnt down. A rumour is spread that Vasavadatta and
Yaugandharayana have both perished in the fire, whereas they have
really slipped away to Magadha disguised as pilgrims.

In the first act the queen and minister are on their way, and passing
by a forest hermitage, meet the retinue of the Magadhan princess,
Padmavatl, She has been to visit the queen-mother, MahadevL The
princess, Padmavatl, is to stay one night at the hermitage, and has it
proclaimed that any one there may claim a boon. This is the minister's
opportunity to put Vasavadatta into the security of the Magadhan court.
He pretends that she is his sister, and asks the princess to take her as
a ward. His request is granted.

Then a student of theology wanders by and tells the story of the fire
of Lavanaka and of the king's great grief. When he leaves, it is evening
and they all retire to the hermitage.                                          (ACT I.)

In the next act we find Vasavadatta at Magadha. The Princess
Padmavatl and her ladies are playing at ball in the palace garden.
They talk of Udayana, and Vasavadatta nearly gives herself away.
Then a nurse enters and Announces that Padmavatl is betrothed to
Udayana, and that the wedding must tafee place that very day,

' The more they hasten', says Vasatadatta to herself, ' the deeper
the gloom in my heart'.                                                          (ACT II.)